
History of Bingo and Pulltabs

The following two segments have been copied from the National Association of Fundraising Ticket
Manufactures “Charity Gaming in North America 1995 Report.” 

The History of Bingo

Bingo!  The interjection is so familiar one would think
it originated with the eponymous game of chance.  Yet bingo
is derived from an Italian lottery game, Lo Giuoco del Lotto
d’ Italia, one initiated in 1530 and still held every Saturday in
Italy.  “Le lotto” migrated to France in the late 1700’s in a
form similar to the bingo we know today, with a playing card,
tokens and numbers read aloud.  Lotto became educational
in the 1800’s - in Germany, lottery games were designed to
teach children multiplication tables.  In 1929, a game called
“Beano” was played at a carnival near Atlanta, Georgia.  The
primitive bingo game’s tools consisted of dried beans, a rub-
ber number stamp and some cardboard.  Edwin Lowe, a
New York toy salesmen observed the game where players
exclaimed “Beano!” if they filled a line of numbers on their
card.  Lowe introduced the game to his friends in New York,
where one of his players mistakenly yelled “Bingo!” in her

excitement.  “Lowe’s Bingo” began as a game and Lowe asked competitors to pay him $1.00 per year to
allow them to call their games bingo as well.  He later sought the services of an elderly math professor at
Columbia University, Carl Leffler, to expand the amount of number combinations.  In 1930, Professor Leffler
devised 6,000 bingo cards with non-repeating number groups.  He completed the task successfully and then
went insane.

In the late 1920’s a Catholic priest from Pennsylvania
came to Lowe, who by then was manufacturing bingo cards
day and night.  According to Lowe, “ . . . we used more
newsprint than the New York Times.”  Lowe helped the
parish priest set up a game and within a few years bingo
had spread up and down the East coast and was moving
West.  By 1934, an estimated 10,000 bingo games were
played every week.  In 1995, approximately $88 million was
spent each week on bingo in North America. 
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The History of Pulltabs

The first pulltabs were single-banded tickets
produced and sold in packs of five or ten, printed in a
maximum of one or two colors.  Pulltabs became popu-
lar in the 1970’s as a fundraising tool for charities, as a
companion to bingo.  In the late 1970’s and early
1980’s , the playing of pulltabs spread from bingo
games to other locations such as veteran’s organiza-
tions, fraternal clubs and, in some states, taverns.
During the 1980’s, the burgeoning break-open industry
continued to experiment with printed tickets, simulating
card games and using other colorful symbols already
familiar to players.  Today’s printers and designers of
tickets are increasingly innovative, fostering a diverse
and vibrant range of break-open tickets and pulltabs.

The use of pulltabs has increased dramatically over the past five years.  Charities have been utilizing
pulltabs as a supplement to their bingo games with great success.  In North America, pulltab revenues have
grown by an average of 30% since 1990.
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